Below is a letter from Danyele Bloom, Team Leader Aglow International Canada, sharing her heart about a gathering of Aglow Leaders in Edmonton this past spring.  It is a lengthy letter but you are encouraged to read it all.  It is rich with the love of God for Aglow and His Kingdom plans for Aglow in Canada.

Dear Friends and Partners

 
We know the body of Christ globally is entering into a shift into a new era where we will see His Kingdom being established like never before.  At the international conference last fall, the national team felt the Lord prompting us to gather the provincial leaders of Aglow for a time of strategizing together.          
Hearing His plan…….. 
We went ahead with the plans, sending email to the Provincial leaders, reserving the NHOP,  in Ottawa for  the end of the first week of March because I was going to be at there earlier that week for another meeting. Then I went to Alberta to visit my family over the holidays. Through some interesting circumstances, God divinely orchestrated that Diana Fiege (Aglow Provincial Director for Alberta) and I stayed in Edmonton for a week in the home of someone I knew.
 While I was there the Lord spoke clearly to my heart regarding to the Ottawa meeting- “You are moving too fast…you are moving ahead of me…other things need to be established first.”  That night I went to bed puzzled but determined to heed the warning from the Lord.  I realized that we hadn’t actually asked Him where He wanted the meeting but logically chose Ottawa because it made sense. I felt convicted, so I repented and decided I needed to hear the Lord afresh.

 As I was waiting on Him, He started to speak to me about going back to the foundations of Aglow in order to release the new order He wants for Aglow in this next season. I felt prompted to go back and review many of the prophetic words spoken over Aglow.  Since I was not part of the beginnings of Aglow in Canada, I felt, specifically, to read a letter that I had received two years ago about  Aglow’s  beginnings. To my amazement, I began to weep, for it was such a confirmation to my heart regarding positioning ourselves, waiting for the Lord to speak to us so that we don’t initiate anything out of our human wisdom/planning. 
 During that time I found out that the first official Canadian chapter of Aglow was in Edmonton.  As I mentioned this to my friend, she surprised me by sharing that one of the anointings/destiny on Edmonton is the anointing to birth. Now this caught my attention, since God was talking to us about Aglow birthing a new model. Then I remembered a prophetic word that was release from Peggy Kennedy 10 years ago at the Aglow national conference in Edmonton regarding an architect's model that was under a shroud, prepared for that which was to come.  
As we continued to talk/share over that week, I began showing my friend the different prophetic words over Aglow and she began to share with me words that had been spoken about Edmonton.  To our surprise we found that these words seemed to “match” – that  some of the same words spoken over the destiny of Aglow had also been spoken over Edmonton.  Now God really had my attention.  I started to think this couldn’t just be a coincidence, that God was suddenly showing me all these things about Edmonton and somehow like Mary and Elisabeth our destiny was connected.
So I called the national team members and started sharing with them all the things the Lord had been showing me.  And as we talked and discerned together, we all felt a confirmation in our spirits that even though we don’t understand it fully yet, it seemed the Lord was trying to direct us towards Edmonton for this meeting.  And we agreed that we needed to obey the Lord, whatever the consequences.  So we began checking into the possibility of the meeting being in Edmonton.  

A family time……
According to history, the heart of Aglow from the very beginning was to walk as one family, filled with love, hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit and being obedient to Him.  In fact, it’s because of this heart of family and because we were a smaller group for this meeting, we felt not to go to a hotel this time. God began opening doors of favour right away.  A church in the city offered us their building and Aglow women from the city of Edmonton offered to billet us and to prepare our meals. That was a great encouragement to us.  

God lay upon our heart to invited not only our provincial teams but also some other ministry leaders who have a heart for us, some key intercessors who have stood on the frontlines of Aglow for many years., and some  younger women as well. All these women carry a desire to see women released to God’s kingdom purposes.
 
 We came together not at our own initiative but in response to an invitation from the Lord to gather. This meeting was not business as usual but rather it was a time for the national and provincial teams and our specially invited guests to model the principles of the kingdom.  It was a time to walk as a family, discerning together what we felt the Lord is showing us, allowing the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts so we could all take ownership of what God was saying and to be present as He brings to birth this new baby. 
We were powerfully led in worship by two wonderful young women. We laid down our swords and our new weapon of choice became a song of intimacy.
Positioned to hear…..

 Aglow in the nation must also position itself in a similar fashion before God. Edmonton was only a starting point for this exciting journey. One of the first steps in this journey is to return to our foundations, the foundations that Aglow was originally established on.  Aglow was birthed out of a hunger and a thirst after more of God, the Holy Spirit, and His very real and tangible intervention into the lives of His Body – both corporately and individually. The Holy Spirit longs to bring the ministry back to the original plan were He lead.
 The last few years God has been beckoning us to come closer to Him and He has met us head-on with our belief systems at every turn. He refused to continue in the old organisational structure we had created for Him over the years.
I thank God for and honour the organizational model that we have been in over the past years.  But we are now in unprecedented days of change and new direction. I believe God wants His people to be free from the organisational mentality.  He is bringing us into a relational Christianity, organic living stones, connected by a convergence of hearts and by relationship with Him.  Furthermore, by relationship with one another rather than by means of position or a task oriented systems. The hierarchical system is unable to promote the change that is relevant for the present hour we live in. God has seized us, and He is dismantling structure and old mindsets, that withheld the life and power of God in our lives, for this kairos moment in the history of Aglow.  

 There is an alignment to the lordship of Christ taking place in the body of Christ right now. This discernment demands our all. It demands the forsaking of all our prestige and position from an old establishment. Asking us rather to swim against the tide, trusting Him to lead us into the corporate plan and purpose He intended for us. The pathway to his lordship is a lifestyle of a long term process of surrendering to his ways.  At the moment, God is not looking for “outward” growth; He’s looking for “inward” growth.  

He has been after our heart, seeking for our compliance to His heart’s desire and our obedience to His ways. He is offering us a relationship not a renovation or refurbishing of a religious culture. He has no allegiance at all to a religious system.  We were made by God and for God, and until we figure that out, life isn’t going to make sense. The reason for this is that God is more interested in what we are becoming than in what we build.   Jesus was a man in right relationship with God.  He is looking for a generation of  those who are willing to be vessels, consumed with the reality of the mystery of His will, the reality of His works in our midst, and the reality of His abiding powerful presence living in and flowing through us now. He is drawing us deeper unto Himself for His purposes to be fulfilled in the earth.  

A divine plan…….
Interestingly, the time we are now in is very similar to when Aglow first began in the late 1960s.  The charismatic movement was just being released in the church and it too was causing a massive shift in the existing church wineskins.  Aglow was part of that shift as we fully embraced the moving of the Spirit and became a safe place for women to experience and learn about the Holy Spirit and His gifts.  In turn many of these women, because they were committed members of local congregations, were used by the Lord to help transform their own local churches into the new wineskin ready to be forerunner of the establishment of the kingdom of God.

So here we find ourselves now, 40 years later, at another crossroads in the history of the Church.  And I believe that once again God intends Aglow to play an important part in this new transition.  But before we can play that part, we first ourselves need to gain freedom from our learned routines in the church culture and shift into a kingdom culture and find the clear mandates and new wineskin the Lord has for us in the new season.
  

We believe that God has a new wineskin and divine plan for Aglow Canada for this next season, a blueprint for how He wants to shape and position Aglow in the body of Christ in Canada so that we might fulfill all the mandates the Lord has for us.  And we know this plan isn’t going to come  by human wisdom or strategy. So, let’s continue to posture ourselves in humility and brokenness before the Lord, and wait on Him as He continues to reveal His plan to us.    
Our time together was truly a wonderful experience with God and for that reason it is very difficult to put details into an email like this. But I can tell you, God is turning a new page for Aglow International in Canada and the best is yet to come  
… The King’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as are the watercourses; He turns it whichever way He wills. (Proverbs 21:1 Amplified)
With much love and blessings!

Danyele    
